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ESTIMATION COMPILED FROM:

HTTP://WWW.NAHB.COM/HOUSING_ISSUES/FFT2001.PDF (2000)

HTTP://WWW.FORESTRY.ABOUT.COM/LIBRARY/WEEKLY/AA021801.HTM
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The size of an average US 

home has grown by 230% 

in the last 50 years. 
HTTP://WWW.NAHB.COM/HOUSING_

ISSUES/FFT2001.PDF

Percentage of Household Income Spent on Shelter

ALL VALUES IN $US.

US CENSUS: AMERICAN HOUSING SURVEY 1999; 1996 CANADA CENSUS: WWW.STATCAN.CA;

MEXICO: INEGI.  ENCUESTA NACIONAL DE INGRESOS Y GASTOS DE LOS HOGARES, TERCER TRIMESTRE 2000 
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    Rural Residences vs.    Urban Residences
HTTP://WWW.NAHB.COM/HOUSING_ISSUES/FFT2001.PDF

HTTP://WWW.UNCHS.ORG/HABRDD/STATANNEXES.HTM

    Number of Occupants vs.     Number of Housing Units
HTTP://WWW.UNCHS.ORG/HABRDD/STATANNEXES.HTM; MEXICO CITY: XII  CENSO GENERAL DE POBLACION Y VIVIENDA 2000;

1996 CANADIAN CENSUS: HTTP://WWW.STATCAN.CA/ENGLISH/PGDB/PEOPLE/FAMILIES/FAMIL53F.HTM
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22%
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One 2,000 sq ft house requires 13,837 board ft framing 

lumber. In the US year 2000, 1.6 million new homes began 

construction using 22 billion board ft framing lumber 

from 74 million trees.
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1 ft1 ft

1 board ft = 144 cu in

CONSTRUCTION IN MEXICO

19.4 million housing units, the majority built after 1970

15      MILLIONS1050

3.4ROSARIO
1,118,905

326,673

2.6NEW YORK
10,883,900

4,156,100

3.6SAO PAULO
17,119,420

4,653,683

4.2MEXICO CITY
17,152,971

4,094,742

2.8TORONTO
4,218,465

1,488,370

2.9LOS ANGELES
8,629,600
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OCCUPANTS PER UNIT

983 SQ FT

1950

1,500 SQ FT

1970 1990

2,080 SQ FT

2000

2,265 SQ FT

Size. Location. Materials: A few of the topics conventionally scrutinized to comprehend housing trends. With our penchant for 

comparing, categorizing, and counting, however, the question remains: What can we gain from this mass of data? 

Without a doubt, the numbers elucidate a host of challenges which architects confront today. Nonetheless, tackling the numbers 

does not create successful design tactics. Overburdened by data, a housing proposal can risk diluting its innovative potential and 

overall potency. The role of housing statistics need not constitute a formulaic project springboard, but can simply reinforce that 

what most fascinates us often resides in the quotidian and familiar. - Compiled by Abby Hoover with assistance from Heather Taketa

HOUSING DATA LOOKING BEYOND THE NUMBERS
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US MEDIAN HOME PRICES US CENSUS BUREAU, CENSUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING 

CENTURY 21 INTERNATIONAL HOUSING PRICE SURVEY, 2000.  AFFORDABILITY SURVEY OF 30 CITIES 

AROUND THE WORLD WITH $250,000 US  FOR A FAMILY OF FOUR.

METRO AREA UNIT SQ FT BDRMS BATHS GARAGE COMMUTE (MIN)

Best Bargain Housing What US$250,000 Can Buy: 

MEXICO CITY MEXICO

MONTREAL CANADA

ATLANTA USA

BEIJING CHINA

VANCOUVER CANADA

CARACAS VENEZUELA

LOS ANGELES USA

TORONTO CANADA

CHICAGO USA

SINGAPORE SINGAPORE

NEW YORK USA

SEOUL SOUTH KOREA

BOSTON USA

LONDON ENGLAND

TOKYO JAPAN

PARIS FRANCE

HONG KONG CHINA
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In 1940, 8% of US households were 

made up of one person, with the lowest 

live-alone percentage in Washington, D.C.

In 1990, 25% of US households were 

made up of one person, with the highest

live-alone percentage in Washington, D.C.

US CENSUS BUREAU: HISTORICAL CENSUS OF HOUSING TABLES.

Less than 5% of new US home buyers rely on direct 

communication with architects or designers for the 

design of their home.

Fees for custom residences are up to 15 times the cost 

of stock plans for the same square footage house.

HTTP://WWW.ETEKT.COM/INFO/RESOURCES/ARCHITECTS_BROCHURE.PDF

3.0
CALIFORNIAS

An estimated 100 million homeless 

people worldwide could populate: 

WORLD HOMELESS ESTIMATE: UN CENTER FOR HUMAN 

SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT),  1996 REPORT.

1.5
FRENCH NATIONS

12.4
MANHATTANS

An estimated 2.3 million people are homeless in the US in one year. 

The US had 11.2 million vacant housing units in the year 2000. 
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