The Absolute Skyscraper

a magical-realist epic
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IN 2000, THE SAO PAULO TOWER PROJECT, WHICH WOULD HAVE
become the largest building in the world, was put forward by the
onetime Beatles guru Yogi Maharishi, in partnership with Mario
Garnero, the Brazilian businessman and developer. Amid protests
from journalists, urban planners, and architects against the
building, the Municipality of Sdo Paulo did everything so that
the colossus could be built—it welcomed the guru with open
arms, rewrote laws, and ignored critics. However, due to a lack

of funding, the project did not go forward. The “Ultimate
Skyscraper,” or “Condominio Absoluto,” is a magical realist

epic that narrates the unfolding of the construction.
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111. The Tower would in fact be FOUR TOWERS: one at each
corner of a square. The space in between would be reserved
for public spaces between each of 108 FLOORS. This pyramid
trunk shape, typical of Hindu architecture, would bring to
Sdo Paulo the power inherent to the divine forces capable of
putting an end to human afflictions such as fighting, avarice,
envy, and greed.

1v. So, with the foundation completed, the time came for the
superstructure, which was inspired by Chicago’s John
Hancock Center, built in 1969. Inserted in the building’s
perimeter, a tubular matrix would absorb all the forces of the
fantastic, structure, eliminating the need for internal columns.
All the forces pulling, pushing, and bearing down on the
building would be borne by its outer skin. The architect
chosen to develop the project was the Japanese American
Minoru Yamasaki. The reaction from the city against the
monstrosity was quick: local architects, intellectuals, and
artists strongly opposed the project and incited all the
newspapers and television networks against it, but as the
polemic dragged on, on the horizon appeared the first signs of
the pyramid rising...

v. The construction work proceeded at a thundering pace: in a
year and a half they had reached the 80th floor. This is when
the first disagreements arose among the developers, the
Mabharishi Global Development Fund (or “the endless world
treasure for peace and happiness on Earth”) and Mério
Garnero’s Brasilinvest. The latter showed that the foundations
were overbuilt and could support a load three times greater
than originally projected, which allowed the NUMBER OF
FLOORS TO INCREASE TO 324. The controversy continued
throughout the project, up until the last floor of the pyramid
was built.
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v1. During conversations at the work’s inauguration party, it
was decided that the Brasilinvest group would be
responsible for the construction of 216 NEW FLOORS. The
liability would be solely taken by Brasilinvest, which would
be also responsible for the rest of the construction, including
the insurance for the first 108 floors. Yamasaki was
consulted to continue the planned extension, but aware of
the frightening destiny of two of his better-known
buildings—the Pruitt-Igoe residential complex—which
when demolished marked the end of modern architecture—
and the World Trade Center in New York—his office
declined.

vi1. The new structure could not be just an extension of the
original structure: it would have to be adjusted in its
perimeter so that the new loads would not damage the
structure already erected which was built only to support
108 FLOORS. Specialists were consulted, and the
conclusion was reached that the best solution was to adopt
another type of structure, which would alter the original
structure of the building.

viil. The guru’s protests did not prevent the perversion of
the original conception of the pyramid. An engineer
specializing in reinforced concrete—the mainstay of
Brazilian architecture—decided to insert a traditional

mesh—with traditional columns and orthogonal supports to
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1x. Once the construction had reached the 147TH
FLOOR, the developers themselves started to fear the
height of the building. Swaying of more than three
meters from side to side on the top floors made workers
descend desperately to levels less vulnerable to the winds.

Frightened, the developers consulted architects and

engineers of famous skyscrapers and came up with the
idea to revert to a metallic structure through the insertion
of huge cylindrical pillars in the middle of the building,
which would reinforce the structure of the skyscraper and
maximize the use of its foundation.

x. That was how the construction proceeded up to the

184TH FLOOR.

x1. Suddenly, the developers ran out of funds. Swings in
the Brazilian economy, rumors about the building’s
uncertain destiny, and the reluctance by the Mayor of
Sdo Paulo to bail out the project with government
ouncement
porarily.
nths.
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x11. Yet the workers found the sight of the incomplete colossus unbearable; they
decided to continue the work on their own. They simply said: “We want to continue
the work ourselves.” With no experience and no salaries, foremen and workers
substituted metal trusses with wooden overlays and created their own concrete
masterpieces—bridges and overpasses linking the four buildings together.

The engineers, once subordinate to others, now had the chance to put their

ideas into practice.

x111. While engineers and interns forged on with energy and self-
confidence in the herculean project, the tireless developer Midrio
Garnero secured new loans through connections at state-owned
banks. Back salaries were finally paid. The precarious and
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