
The defended neighborhood is 
characterized by a homogeneous 
social group exerting dominance 
within its boundaries in reaction 
to perceived threats of territorial 
violation by outsiders. Street 
gang use spray paint while home-
owners associations use neigh-
borhood watch signs; either way 
we are talking informal militias. 
—Steven Flusty, “Building Paranoia” in Architecture of Fear, ed. 

Nan Ellin (New York, Princeton Architectural Press, 1997), 57

No one wants to discuss the relation-
ship between architecture and politics. 
It is an unsavory subject. Yet the resis-
tance to enter this discussion is not 
noble at all. Most architects in this 
highly commercial era, who accept 
commissions and clients that affect 
public life, are in fact committed to 
supporting political systems. Who 
designs, who builds, who owns, who 
inhabits? The architect who designs 
building types is a pyramid builder, 
who follows the hidden forms already 
inscribed by those expressing and  
dominating others, and who benefit by 
conventions, conformity, and all adher-
ence to the rules of the normative.  
—Lebbeus Woods 

São Paulo No Logo:  
In June 2007, Mayor 
Gilberto Kassab banned all 
outdoor advertising.  
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Object orange/
Detroit, demolition, 
disneyland: an anony-
mous group of artists 
in Detroit paint  
derelict buildings 
“tiggeriffic orange”

Reclaim the Streets (RTS): a 
collective organization aims to 
bring awareness of the community 
ownership of public spaces through 
staging non-violent occupations of 
roadways as “street parties.”  
They believe it is the vehicle,  
not the pedestrian who creates the 
obstruction in what is a significant 
portion of the public of the city

The architect cannot confine himself to 
drawing and cannot avoid oral consulta-
tion with other agents of the production 
space. Foremost the user, but also 

the bureaucrat
the politician, 
the financier,
and so on...
— Henri Lefebvre, The Production of Space

This alternative and intensely 
politicized way of looking at 
cityspace, combining both 
macro and micro perspectives 
without privileging one over 
the other, has been much less 
frequently explored in the 
literature on cities, for too 
often the views from above and 
below have been defined as sep-
arate and competitive empiri-
cal and interpretive domains 
rather than interactive and 
complementary moments in our 
understanding of urbanism and 
its spatial specificities.
– Edward Soja. Post-Metropolis. 
Critical Studies of Cities and 
Reigons, 2000

Billboard Liberation Front: 
A covert organization head-
quartered in San Francisco...

...whose mission is  
“the timely improvement  
of outdoor advertising” 
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