The issue of the IIT campus is how to inhabit a given territory with half the population that animated it in the 70’s. To us the conundrum implies a building that is able to (re)urbanize the largest possible area with the least amount of (built) substance. At IIT, the situation is further exacerbated by the no-mans-land east and west of the Elevated that keeps the developed halves apart in a graphic diagram of disengagement. Building an urban facade on State Street - as the masterplan suggests - forever condemns the residential quarters east of the Elevated to the status of hinterland. The physical heart of the campus - a large rectangle between State and Wabash, 32nd and 33rd streets, is our project. By not stacking activities, but by positioning each programmatic particle as part of a dense mosaic, our building contains the urban condition itself. To capture the sum of the individual movements between east-side and west-side, the web of straight lines that connects all the destinations on campus, cuts through the center to organize the multiplicity of activities into ’streets’, plazas and urban islands. Without fragmenting the building itself, each of the constituent parts can be articulated according to its specific needs, positioned to respond precisely to contextual influence, placed for maximum exposure and impact, creating neighborhoods -- 24hr, commercial, entertainment, academic, utilitarian -- parks and other urban elements in miniature. The autonomy of each program can be respected (even exacerbated): the short-cuts guarantee their interface and co-existence.

27I^{iit}